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FINAL (Produced 8-5-05)
Vasquez 1-70 Working Group

Meeting Notes

July 14,2005
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

New Hope Baptist Church, Overflow Room
3701 Colorado Boulevard

ATTENDING

Meeting Participants: Please see attachment.

Facilitator: George Weber, George Weber Inc. Environmental

Recorder: Derek Boer, CDPHE, Community Relations

Meeting Note Taker: Jennifer Chergo, Region VIII EPA, Community Relations

BACKGROUND AND MEETING OBJECTIVES

Meeting called by: Vasquez 1-70 Working Group

Type of meeting: Reporting, presenting, Q&A, feedback, discussion.

Distributed for participants to read prior to meeting: None

Desired Outcomes:
• Participants receive a progress report and provide feedback in re Clayton community outreach, soil

clean-up, external lead based paint abatement activities, under Superfund, and Community Health
Program activities.

• Discussion regarding post 9/06 CHP.

The meeting notes below primarily reflect the notes Jennifer Chergo took, supplemented by those Derek
Boer wrote on the easel paper during the meeting and by notes George Weber took during the meeting.

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

George Weber began by:

• Asking each meeting participant to introduce themselves to the group.
• Asking if everyone had received notes for the 5-19-05 Working Group meeting and if anyone had

questions.
• Announcing that electronic summary products of the stakeholder assessment and the final report

are available at www.gwenvironmental.com. and a hard copy of the final at the CEASE repository.
• Informing participants of the death of Ken Cotton, Region VIII EPA Environmental Justice, and

asking if anyone could inform the group more and/or had anything they wanted to say to
acknowledge Ken's work.

Karen Kellen, Region VIII EPA spoke about Ken's passing and work at EPA and in the community.

2. CLAYTON COMMUNITY OUTREACH: PROGRESS REPORT AND Q&A

Joan Hooker welcomed the group to the new meeting venue at New Hope Baptist Church. She announced
that the building was reserved until 2010 because she wrote a grant to reserve the building for various



meetings through the years. She noted that the Clayton Neighborhood Association (CAN) has been around
for years and has many programs in areas including health, education, leadership, environment, and block
captains. She stated that she wanted the CNA to serve as a 'spark-plug' to get the community interested in
the VB-I70 Program.

In addition, Joan introduced Edweena Gilmore to the group. She said that Ms. Gilmore's company has
restoration programs ready to go and could work with EPA.

Beverly Lumumba acknowledged Joan Hooker and said she is loved in the neighborhood.

Action Items:

• None.

3. OPERABLE UNIT 2: PROGRESS REPORT AND Q&A

Victor Ketellapper announced that additional contaminants have been found in the monitoring wells at
OU2. He said this represented a bit of a setback, because EPA thought that they were investigating
contamination from the ASARCO Globe smelter site. The newly discovered contamination possibly
represents an issue beyond the scope of the Asarco work. He stated that EPA is discussing the discovery
with the City of Denver, and specifically the question of which organization needs to take the lead on
addressing this problem.

This will cause the current schedule for OU2 clean-up to slip, because testing is required for volatile
organics and petroleum in addition to metals. The newly discovered contaminants could be impacting the
South Platte River and associated aquifers, although EPA has not sampled these yet. Two wells are
upgradient from OU2, one near the Denver Coliseum, and the other at the Globeville Landing Park.

Michael Kosnett asked if there will be a 'Potentially Responsible Party' (PRP) search. Victor said there are
already two PRPs - the City of Denver and Asarco.

Joan Hooker asked about residents who used to live in that area and who had depended on well water as
their source of drinking water.

Victor said there are no residences there now using well water, but that would be a concern.

Michael and Victor agreed that there is a lot of development going on in that area and that area is important
to protect.

Joan Hooker asked if the potential relocation of Interstate 70 would affect any of this.

Action Items:

• None.

4. SOILS CLEAN-UP: PROGRESS REPORT AND Q&A

Victor Ketellapper reported that 133 properties were cleaned by June 30, and that EPA was continuing to
make a big push to obtain access to sites where occupants and/or owner have not responded. EPA is taking
a different approach to owner, in contrast to renter occupied residences. EPA sent a strongly worded
certified letter to approximately 130 owners, and approximately 40 have responded that they will grant
access to their property. EPA has not made a final decision regarding how the agency will proceed with
those who have responded negatively to the request for access.

There was a general discussion about the effort to gain access to those properties that still have not been
sampled. Jennifer Chergo discussed the efforts being made by various community leaders to go to these



properties to get access. Community leaders are attempting to visit residents who have not granted access
yet and learn the reasons for resistance where this is present. This effort seems to be productive and will
continue to 9/1/05. Community Health Program Workers also are helping with this effort.

Michael Kosnett suggested that EPA present updated data on soil lead and arsenic levels at a future
Working Group meeting.

Victor said that he could have the data presented on a map.

Beverly Lumumba suggested that EPA should collect demographic data on those not participating,
including race and ethnicity (i.e., language), in order to serve as a basis for developing appropriate access
strategies.

Beverly also asked to go on 'the record' as wanting to help facilitate communication and obtaining access
agreements.

Karen Kellen said that there are a variety of reasons why people don't give access and that she was not sure
that EPA or the City could collect race data or that the people in the community would want us to be doing
that.

There was a question about sampling vacant lots and Victor explained that EPA does sample a vacant lot
only if it is zoned as residential.

Gene Hook asked if the strongly-worded letter to landlords were sent in Spanish, in addition to English.

Victor said they were in English only.

Victor said that essentially EPA's biggest issue is finding new ways to contact folks.

Amy Jones said that past efforts at making contact with some of residents is paying off now. She is seeing
the names of those that have been contacted at the beginning of the project signing-up now.

Jennifer told the group that Clayton and Cole have around 120 properties each that have not been sampled.
Swansea/Elyria has around 90. The other neighborhoods (e.g., Globeville, Five-Points, Curtis Park) have
far fewer as only sections of those neighborhoods are included within Program Site boundaries.

Jay Salas asked how many have responded 'No' to granting access, in contrast to those who have not
responded.

Beverly asked why Swansea has fewer properties requiring access agreements than the other
neighborhoods.

Tonya Hope explained that it's because the Swansea neighborhood is smaller.

Someone suggested mailing pictures of a cleaned and landscaped yard to those who have not granted
access yet.

Someone else suggested mailing or publishing stories and/or letters from owners and residents who have
had their soils remediated and landscaped to those who have not participated yet.

Michael Kosnett suggested publishing the addresses of these properties in realtor newsletters.

Victor suggested the names of people whose yards have not yet been sampled should be published in
community newsletters.

Joan Hooker said that she thought this is a good idea.



Jim Weaver asked if the pace of broader outreach efforts to realtors in the neighborhoods has been sped up.
He said that a lot of effort was invested in the Community Health Plan on this issue and that community
residents would like to see these plans carried out.

Victor explained that Jennifer Chergo has done some realtor outreach for the project as a whole.

George Weber said that that issue would be discussed later in the meeting.

Action Items:

• EPA will provide a data summary to the Working Group.
• EPA will continue to work with neighborhood associations.

5. EXTERIOR LEAD BASED PAINT ABATEMENT: PROGRES
S REPORT AND Q&A

Victor Ketellapper said that the VB/I-70 Superfund Program joined with the Omaha Superfund Lead
Clean-up Program to request a decision regarding proposals for a method to assess the eligibility of
properties for external lead based paint abatement. EPA Headquarters has not made a final decision yet.
However, it seems to be leaning toward the proposal that CEASE recommended that would consider
factors including the quantity of paint present on structures, and concentration of paint in the soil and
distance from the house. He elaborated by saying that the assessors are considering the degree of
deterioration of paint.

Tonya Hope noted that HUD has a Hazard Level as a threshold reference.

Victor noted that EPA is using State of Colorado standards.

Victor said that two contracts for conducting the assessments have been awarded to STRATUS and
Northeast Denver Housing. They are assessing 2-3 homes per day and are collecting data in a way so that
when EPA Headquarters makes the decision regarding the assessment method, they will not have to go
back and collect additional data.

PRI will conduct the pre-bid conference for contractors potentially interested in doing the abatements on
July 27. The conference is open to contractors who are certified, as well as those who are not certified but
interested and willing to be trained and obtain certification.

Michael Kosnett asked Victor to describe EPA's outreach strategy for identifying and contacting
contractors.

Victor replied that EPA needed to do more outreach.

Meeting participants discussed the need for an invitational letter to be developed and sent to all Northeast
Denver area contractors.

Gene Hook suggested presenting content at the pre-bid conference and subsequent contractor training
concerning the need to abate lead-based paint. Gene offered that he could do that kind of training.

Michael suggested distributing information CHP materials addressing the issue.

Action Items:

• Michael Kosnett and other Working Group members will provide EPA with comments regarding
the letter inviting contractors to the pre-bid conference.



EPA will edit the letter.
PRI will make effort to reach local contractors by, for example identifying local contractors,
posting notices in local stores, and publishing an article in the Denver Business Journal.
Contractors will keep the paint off bricks!!

6. COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAM: PROGRESS REPORT AND Q&A

Jay Salas said the Community Health Program (CHP) Workers have visited 1,139 residences, and
completed interviews with 692 of these households. He said they are close to the half-way point.

Jay said that he could use help from the community in order to recruit and hire additional CHP Workers,
and particularly the Swansea/Elyria neighborhood. He said the CHP Workers are working up to 30 hours
per week. He explained that they don't use highschool students because of safety issues and that the CHP
functions during the school year. He did say that college students would be fine and have worked out well
in the past. The positions pay is $11 per hour.

Meeting participants discussed some of the problems involved in getting the CHP Workers paid on time.

Action Items:

• Community groups will refer potential candidates to the CHP, who is planning on recruiting and
hiring 8-10 paid CHP Workers.

• Community groups will help recruit volunteers to assist with various CHP outreach activities.

7. CULTURAL DIVERSITY/EDUCATION PLAN: PROGRESS REPORT AND Q&A

Beverly Lumumba told the group that she is thankful that Working Group meetings are being rotated
through the different neighborhoods within the Program Site, and particularly Clayton. She explained that
essentially there is a need in Clayton to unify neighbors and that Clayton is characterized by diversity. She
emphasized their vision of collaboration, and said that they are hurt when this does not occur. She
described the spirit that they would like to bring to the table.

A discussion about involving residents in the process followed.

Action Item:

• EPA will continue to work with the neighborhood associations.

8. CHP - COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE

Jennifer Chergo explained that the CHP-CI Subcommittee was formed to be a forum where everyone can
be involved in the real problem-solving and issues surrounding the Community Health Program (CHP).
Jennifer noted that there seemed to be a desire for a place to participate in the development of the CHP,
particularly as its development seems to have evolved from broad conceptual discussions, through a period
of little communication while contractual issues were being resolved, then into implementation.

Jennifer said the other important mission of the piece of the subcommittee was planning outreach for and
evaluating the biomonitoring clinics.

Jennifer said that there had not been any outreach to realtors, landlords or contractors through the CHP,
though the CHP-CI Subcommittee would be an excellent place to work on developing that in the future.
Jennifer noted that she had investigated if this was a feature of the CHP to which EPA and Denver
Department of Environmental Health had committed. She judged that they had not.



Jim Weaver disagreed, saying that the commitment was explicit in the Community Health Education and
Outreach Plan. He argued further that he and others had put a lot of their own time and effort into the plan,
and that issue in particular, and that these commitments should be implemented.

Michael Kosnett agreed with Jim, listing a host of outreach activities that he believes should be part of the
strategy for landlords, realtors and contractors.

Jay Salas asked that Michael and CEASE put those activities in a written list.

Jennifer told the group that she stood corrected, and that she could see that outreach to realtors, contractors,
and landlords was plainly in the Plan where Jim indicated that it was located.

Jim asked Victor about extending the CHP past the September 2006 planned termination date. He noted
that he had spoken with Jennifer about this previously and had hoped that she had prepared Victor for the
request.

Victor said he did not think it would be likely as the ROD indicates the Community Health Program will
end when the soil removals are finished.

Jim countered that the CHP was always discussed as a three year program and that this duration has been
effectively and significantly decreased because the CHP started late and is planned now to terminate early.
Jim does not feel that the Program can be achieved fully in the time now allotted it.

Karen Kellen said that as the Site Attorney she agrees with Victor that the ROD does state that the CHP
will end when the soil removals end. She did not like the idea of trying to do a ROD amendment.

Derek Boer said that maybe it would not have to be as complicated as a ROD amendment but rather
something like an Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD).

Action Items:

• EPA will develop an action plan for outreach to landlords, realtors, and contractors.
• Amanda Hasting will speak at the next CHP-CI Subcommittee meeting.
• EPA will regroup and review the ROD and commitment made regarding CHP duration.
• CHP-CI Subcommittee will discuss the issue of the planned September 2006 CHP termination and

the perceived and legal commitments made regarding CHP duration.
• CHP-CI Subcommittee will develop a sustainability plan.
• CEASE will draft a memo regarding outreach.

9. MEETING CLOSURE - NEXT STEPS - NEXT MEETING?

George Weber suggested that the next Working Group meeting occur 9/29/05, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, in the
Cole neighborhood. Meeting participants did not object. He informed the group that he would work with
Tonya Hope to find a meeting facility in Cole and notify them of the meeting location after he examined
alternative facilities.

Participants then adjourned the meeting.


